Neuromuscular disorders of childhood.
Neuromuscular disorders are common causes of weakness and hypotonia in the infantile period and in childhood. Accurate diagnosis of specific neuromuscular disorders depends first on identification of which aspect of the peripheral neuromuscular system is affected--the motor neuron in the spinal cord, the nerve root or peripheral nerve, the neuromuscular junction, or the muscle--and then on the determination of the etiology and specific clinical entity. This review provides an overview of the major neuromuscular disorders of childhood with attention to recent advances and emerging areas of research.